
ADVERTISING SPACE AVAILABLE 

Would you like to hear 

“unique, blessed and  

oftentimes challenging 

stories of life and faith”?  

Go to:  

ww.stirringhearts.org.au. 

This collection has been 

made as part of the  

Australian Catholic  

Bishops Conference   

celebration of the 48th 

World Communications 

Day.  

Storytellers include  

Sr Hilda Scott,  

Fr Chris Riley, mgl,  

Donna McDade,  

Graeme Mundine,  

Duc Mac and others. 

 
P  is an initiative of the Secular 
Franciscans in Australia, and has been  
assisting about 200 poor families in southern 
India since 1971.Each year with the help of our 
generous sponsors we send more than 
$30,000 to the Franciscan Family Apostolate in 
the dioceses of Trichur and Irinjalakuda,  in 
southern India. We also support  
St. Alphonsa Home for “differently abled” girls 
and women.  

. Project Adoption is 
run by Franciscan volunteers, so the amount 
you donate goes directly to the families. 

$120 is the basic amount to sponsor a family 
for a year, but some give more.  

If you can’t commit to sponsoring a family per-
haps you could make a donation to the General 
Fund, which is used for families with special 
needs or emergencies. 
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GOSPEL REFLECTION by Greg Sunter 

The words of today’s first reading provided the theme of World Youth Day  

celebrated in Sydney in 2008 – ‘You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you and you will be my witnesses.’ It is a reminder to all people – 

young and old – that the words of Jesus to his disciples are also addressed to each 

and every one of us. We are called to be witnesses to our faith; witnesses to the 

message of compassion and justice that Jesus spoke; witnesses to the ongoing  

power of the Holy Spirit to change people’s lives. 

The short gospel passage for today is taken from the final words of the gospel of 

Matthew. It is known as ‘The Great Commission’ as Jesus is portrayed  

commissioning his disciples to go out to the world and spread the good news. They 

are charged to ‘Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations.’ This is the basis of 

much of the missionary work of the Church that has gone on ever since then. 

However, the focus of today’s feast is much more on the first reading than the  

gospel. The opening verses of the Book of Acts, from the author of Luke-Acts,  

describe the final instructions of Jesus to his disciples and then his ‘lifting up’. The 

Luke-Acts writer is the only gospel writer to actually describe the Ascension. The fact 

that the other gospels don’t discuss the Ascension in any detail at all is a good  

indication that this description should not be taken literally.  

However, the message of the Ascension is a powerful one. It reminds us that Jesus, 

the human incarnation of God on earth, was limited to a specific time and place in 

history. Despite the physical limitations of his life on earth, Jesus ensured that his 

message and ministry would continue through those he had taught. Knowing that 

the disciples would need time to grieve and come to terms with all that had  

occurred in a relatively short space of time, Jesus promised that the Spirit would 

come upon them in the days to come. That visiting of the Spirit upon the disciples 

at Pentecost was the motivation to set about doing what Jesus had charged them to 

do. Without the Ascension, there is no Pentecost. 

In both the gospel passage from Matthew and the passage from the Book of Acts, 

Jesus commissioned his disciples to go out to the whole world. In Matthew, it is to 

‘all the nations’ and in Acts it is ‘to the ends of the earth’. Both writers make it 

abundantly clear that the message of Jesus is not exclusively for the people of Israel 

but for all people everywhere. Within only a very few years, early Christian  

communities had sprung up all around the Mediterranean. Once Christianity  

became the religion of Rome it spread to all the corners of the Roman Empire. 

The description of Jesus being taken up into heaven is a close parallel to the  

description of the great prophet Elijah also being taken up to heaven. Chapter 2 of 

2 Kings describes Elijah speaking to his disciple Elisha in similar words to those used 

by Jesus to his disciples. The Jewish tradition had no belief in an individual resurrec-

tion and so the idea of Ascension was to recognise the greatness of the prophet. He 

was to be united with God in Heaven rather than having to wait for the great  

resurrection of all people at the end of time. 

A witness in a court of law is called to give evidence about a matter; to ‘testify’ to 

the truth of what they have seen or what they know to be true. Some people are 

very good at being a ‘witness’ to their faith by testifying to others about what they 

believe. Many others provide witness to their faith by simply living what they  

believe. Living a life based on Christian principles, including regular prayer and  

worship in your life, working for justice in the world and taking time to celebrate 

the beauty of everyday life is a powerful witness to others. 
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 “to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with your God’ (Micah 6:8) 
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Entrance antiphon   

Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at 

the heavens? This Jesus whom you saw 

ascending into heaven will return as you 

saw him go, alleluia. 

First Reading: Acts 1:1-11 

Why are you standing here looking into the 

sky? Jesus has been taken into heaven. 

Psalm: Ps 46:2-3. 6-9 

R. God mounts his throne to shouts of     

     joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

Or   Alleluia. 
 

All peoples, clap your hands, 

cry to God with shouts of joy! 

For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, 

great king over all the earth. R. 
 

God goes up with shouts of joy; 

the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 

Sing praise for God, sing praise, 

sing praise to our king, sing praise. R. 
 

God is king of all the earth. 

Sing praise with all your skill. 

God is king over the nations; 

God reigns on his holy throne. R. 

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23 

He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in 

heaven. 

Gospel Acclamation:    

Alleluia, alleluia!  Go and teach all  

people my gospel. I am with you  

always, until the end of the  world.  

Alleluia! 

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20 

All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. 

Communion antiphon:  

Behold, I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age, alleluia. 



St Raphael’s Pastoral Plan 

The Pastoral Council has been working on this for 

many months. Copies will be available in  Church 

next week and will be placed on the website shortly.  

Mass in the Home 

Home Masses celebrated during Lent were 

very much appreciated by those who  

hosted them. If you, too, would like  

Fr Isidore to come and say Mass in your 

home with your family and friends please ring the  

Parish Office to arrange this.  

Catechist Area Mass 

Catechists please note: Jun 6 (Friday), 11:30am 

to 2:30pm. Holy Family, 1D Anzac Road,  

Menai. Please let Br Joe and Kath Cullen know 

if you are planning to attend. 

SPaR sessions at St Raphael's   

Stop, Pray and Reflect sessions will be held on  

6 June – theme: The Rhythm of Prayer & 20 June  

(theme tba) The sessions will immediately follow 

Mass and will be held in the meeting room.  

ST VINCENT DE PAUL WINTER APPEAL 

Will be held this weekend  and next. 

The appeal raises money for the local 

Vinnies to assist people in the area 

who are in need. Please give what 

you can—even it is only a small 

amount. Donations over $2 are tax-deductable.  

PENTECOST CATECHESIS FOR YOUNG ADULTS – 

Bishop Peter Comensoli invites the young adults 

(aged 18-35) of the Archdiocese to join him for the 

annual Archdiocesan Pentecost Catechesis on the 

topic of ‘Human Rights and Religious Freedom in 

Australia’ on Friday, 6 June at St John’s College 

within the University of Sydney. An optional Holy 

Hour will take place in the College Chapel at 

5.30pm, dinner at 6.30pm, the Bishop’s presentation 

at 7.30pm and concluding with dessert, tea & coffee 

around 9.00pm. All young adults are welcome but 

space is limited and registration is essential by 1 June. 

To RSVP call Catholic Youth Services on 9764 4357 

or email events@catholicyouthservices.org.  

Weekend Retreat: June 20-22: Artists’ Retreat  

‘In the Eyes of the Mystics: Prayer, Vision and Art’ 

John Charadia & Fr Greg Burke OCD 

Exploring the relationship between prayer, artistic vision and 

the imagination. Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, 247 St Andrews 

Road, Varroville Inquiries:  Mrs Carla Walker: 8795 3400 

Email:  retreats@carmelite.com  

Web:  carmeliteretreats.com.au 

Please pray for 

Deceased:  Don Blain, Biaggio Signorelli, Les 

Woodward, Sergio Rossi 

Sick:    Jean Morrell, Angelo Panzarino, 

 Hennie Smith, Sue McDermott, Brigid Dwyer. 

Margaret Hopkinson, Sr Vianney Hatton, 

Mary Krone, Ann, Sr Maree Henderson, rsc, 

Blaza Kursar, Howard Courtney, Paul Foley, 

Ann Davies, Joanne McRea, Patrick & Sidney 

Yenson,  Matthew Tuffin, Joanne Martin, 

George & Therese  Mir,  Jack & Sylvia Wood. 

Legions of Mary   

MD: Meets 10am every Monday  

morning in the Piety Stall at Mater Dei.  

St R’s Rosary and Meeting every  

Friday at 9:30 am downstairs in the Hall. 

St Vincent de Paul Society 

Meets second Tuesday of each month in the  

Kennedy Centre at Mater Dei at 7.30 pm. 

MASS TIMES this week 

  Mater Dei  St.Raphaels 

Saturday 6.15pm 5.00pm 

Sunday 10.00am 8.30am 

Tuesday    8.00am   

Wednesday 8.00am  

Thursday    9.15am 

Friday  8am 9.00am 

RECONCILIATION:  (also by appointment)   

Saturday   4.30pm 

EXPOSITION   

Saturday from  4.00pm 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

TYPE StR MD 

First 564 307 

Second: loose 472 481 

Envelopes 516 552 

Ministry 
St Raphael’s  Mater Dei 

31 May 

1 June 5.00pm  V 8.30am 6.15pm V 10.00am 

Acolytes / SS Vincent Max Sofi Ray 

EMHC 
Moya &  

Ellen 

Annie & 

Rosie 
Olivia  

Readers 
Pavia  Yenson Sonia M Gail, Luisa 

Family Family Volunteer Angela 

Altar Abby  Monique Luke Amy, Bianca,  

Servers Ranus  Emilia Emma Alex 

Music Michele Julia Jan Kim 

Altar Society  Gail & Clara 

Children’s 

Liturgy 
Mary Diana 

Both Churches have a hearing loop  

installed: switch your hearing aid to “T- 

coil”.  

Please pray for the work of this Council which 

has been set up as part of the 

Church’s response to the Royal 

C o m m i s s i o n  i n t o  

Institutional Responses to Child 

Sexual Abuse. Please pray  

especially, too,  for the victims of 

ch i ld sexual abuse by c lergy,  

religious and Church employees.  

   Telling Some Stories 

Delivering a speech at a banquet on the night of his arrival in a 

large city, a visiting priest told several anecdotes he expected to 

repeat at meetings the next day. 

Because he wanted to use the jokes again, he requested the  

reporters to omit them from any accounts they might turn in to 

their newspapers. 

A reporter, in commenting on the speech, ended his piece with 

the following: "The priest went on to tell a number of stories that 

cannot be published." 

Ministry 
St Raphael’s  Mater Dei 

7 &  8  

June 5.00pm  V 8.30am 6.15pm V 10.00am 

Acolytes / SS  Michael Gary Michael 

EMHC 
Jan 

Shirley 

Michelle 

Monica 
  

Readers 
Juan,  Fernandes Ronnie Joan 

Jo Family Louise Jean 

Altar Jason,  Isabelle,  Monique  Luke  Bianca,  

Servers Jared, Kudzaishe  Emilia Emma Amy 

Music Niko Julia Jan Peter 

Altar Society  Sharon & Nathan  

Children’s 

Liturgy 
Mary Joumana 

                   HOME ROSARY   

St Raphael’s Parish   - Mondays  7.30pm 

2 June  - Laurette Saman 

          1 / 86-88 Woids Ave, Allawah  

9 June - Akram & Nana Mourad          

          54 Greenacre Rd, South Hurstville  

 Mater Dei Parish   - Tuesdays  

3 June & 10 June - 

      Caterina and Greg Colubriale  

 68 Hatfield St Blakehurst  8pm 

                    ALL WELCOME 

 
    ST RAPHAEL’S  BINGO AND ST RAPHAEL’S  BINGO AND 

GAMES NIGHT GAMES NIGHT   

A good time was had by all who  

supported this and $1540 was raised to help  

towards the lighting upgrade of the sanctuary. 

A big Thank You! to the organisers, 

 Vanilla-scented soy candles are still  

available (in a glass ) for $15. Money raised will go 

towards the lighting upgrades in both Churches.  

 Praying with the ScripturesPraying with the Scriptures 

The Scripture Prayer Program called ‘Did not our 

hearts burn within us?’ continues on Tuesdays 

from 2pm - 3pm in the Mater Dei Church. It will 

continue until Pentecost.  All welcome. 

Holy Communion to the Sick.      

We have a team of people who take Holy  

Communion to those of our community who are 

unable to come to Mass due to illness or infirmity. 

If you know someone who is unable to come to 

Mass anymore or even temporarily, please let  

Fr Isidore know via the Parish Office.  

A new course for Acolytes and Extraordinary  

Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC)  

will start in June, running over the evenings of 10, 17 

and 24 June from 7.00pm—9.00pm at Daceyville. 

Please see Fr Isidore if you are interested in serving in 

these important ministries. Both parishes need more 

Ministers of Communion so please consider this great 

ministry. You would need to be willing to make a 

commitment to serve on a roster. If you are a current 

acolyte or EMHC and wish to update your 

knowledge you are also very welcome to attend 

this course. There is no charge for it.  

St Raphael’s Pastoral Plan 

The Pastoral Council has been working on this for 

many months. Copies will be available in  Church 

next week and will be placed on the website shortly.  

Mass in the Home 

Home Masses celebrated during Lent were 

very much appreciated by those who  

hosted them. If you, too, would like  

Fr Isidore to come and say Mass in your 

home with your family and friends please ring the  

Parish Office to arrange this.  

Catechist Area Mass 

Catechists please note: Jun 6 (Friday), 11:30am 

to 2:30pm. Holy Family, 1D Anzac Road,  

Menai. Please let Br Joe and Kath Cullen know 

if you are planning to attend. 

SPaR sessions at St Raphael's   

Stop, Pray and Reflect sessions will be held on  

6 June – theme: The Rhythm of Prayer & 20 June  

(theme tba) The sessions will immediately follow 

Mass and will be held in the meeting room.  

ST VINCENT DE PAUL WINTER APPEAL 

Will be held this weekend  and next. 

The appeal raises money for the local 

Vinnies to assist people in the area 

who are in need. Please give what 

you can—even it is only a small 

amount. Donations over $2 are tax-deductable.  

PENTECOST CATECHESIS FOR YOUNG ADULTS – 

Bishop Peter Comensoli invites the young adults 

(aged 18-35) of the Archdiocese to join him for the 

annual Archdiocesan Pentecost Catechesis on the 

topic of ‘Human Rights and Religious Freedom in 

Australia’ on Friday, 6 June at St John’s College 

within the University of Sydney. An optional Holy 

Hour will take place in the College Chapel at 

5.30pm, dinner at 6.30pm, the Bishop’s presentation 

at 7.30pm and concluding with dessert, tea & coffee 

around 9.00pm. All young adults are welcome but 

space is limited and registration is essential by 1 June. 

To RSVP call Catholic Youth Services on 9764 4357 

or email events@catholicyouthservices.org.  

Weekend Retreat: June 20-22: Artists’ Retreat  

‘In the Eyes of the Mystics: Prayer, Vision and Art’ 

John Charadia & Fr Greg Burke OCD 

Exploring the relationship between prayer, artistic vision and 

the imagination. Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, 247 St Andrews 

Road, Varroville Inquiries:  Mrs Carla Walker: 8795 3400 

Email:  retreats@carmelite.com  

Web:  carmeliteretreats.com.au 

 PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Priest 

Fr Isidore Anantharaj 

Phone: 95462605 

pp@materdei-straphael.org.au  

Presbytery & Parish Office 

  1008 King Georges Rd.,  

   Blakehurst, NSW 2221 

Fax: 95472323 

www.materdei-straphael.org.au  

Mater Dei Church:  1008 King Georges Rd,  

                            Blakehurst,  

St Raphael’s Church: 84 George St,  

                              South Hurstville 

Parish Coordinator & Secretary:   

  Maryanne Hemsley 

admin@materdei-straphael.org.au 

Br. Joe Cassar 

9546 1232 

Pastoral Assistant (St Raphael’s): 

  Br. Ben Krupowicz   Ph: 9546 2544    

pastassocstr@materdei-straphael.org.au 

Priest in Residence   

  Fr. Jan Chrzczonowicz  

       (Chaplain to the French) 

Mobile: 0412786 245 

SCHOOLS: 

Mater Dei Primary          9546 7298  

Principal: Mrs Jenni Payne 

St Raphael’s Primary … .9546 4898 

Principal: Mrs Annette McKenzie     

   Telling Some Stories 

Delivering a speech at a banquet on the night of his arrival in a 

large city, a visiting priest told several anecdotes he expected to 

repeat at meetings the next day. 

Because he wanted to use the jokes again, he requested the  

reporters to omit them from any accounts they might turn in to 

their newspapers. 

A reporter, in commenting on the speech, ended his piece with 

the following: "The priest went on to tell a number of stories that 

cannot be published." 

EXCERPT FROM EVANGELII GAUDIUM   

(Apostolic Exhortation by Pope Francis , issued November 2013) 

The Church’s teaching on social questions 

In union with God, we hear a plea 

187. Each individual Christian and every community is called to be an  

instrument of God for the liberation and promotion of the poor, and for enabling 

them to be fully a part of society. This demands that we be docile and attentive to 

the cry of the poor and to come to their aid. A mere glance at the Scriptures is 

enough to make us see how our gracious Father wants to hear the cry of the poor: 

“I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry 

on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come 

down to deliver them… so I will send you…” (Ex 3:7-8, 10). We also see how he is 

concerned for their needs: “When the Israelites cried out to the Lord, the Lord 

raised up for them a deliverer” (Jg 3:15). If we, who are God’s means of hearing 

the poor, turn deaf ears to this plea, we oppose the Father’s will and his plan; that 

poor person “might cry to the Lord against you, and you would incur guilt” (Dt 

15:9). A lack of solidarity towards his or her needs will directly affect our  

relationship with God: “For if in bitterness of soul he calls down a curse  

upon you, his Creator will hear his prayer” (Sir 4:6). …. 

188. The Church has realized that the need to heed this plea is itself born of the  

liberating action of grace within each of us, and thus it is not a question of a  

mission reserved only to a few: “The Church, guided by the Gospel of mercy and 

by love for mankind, hears the cry for justice and intends to respond to it with all 

her might”.[153] In this context we can understand Jesus’ command to his disciples: 

“You yourselves give them something to eat!” (Mk 6:37): it means working to  

eliminate the structural causes of poverty and to promote the integral development 

of the poor, as well as small daily acts of solidarity in meeting the real needs which 

we encounter. The word “solidarity” is a little worn and at times poorly  

understood, but it refers to something more than a few sporadic acts of generosity. 

It presumes the creation of a new mindset which thinks in terms of community and 

the priority of the life of all over the appropriation of goods by a few. 

Pope Francis is coming to Sydney –  

unfortunately not in person but he’s 

written a magnificent letter.  

See the videos and hear the words of  

Pope Francis himself. 

Eight Tuesday sessions commencing 3 

June including a celebration dinner on 

the 22 July with guest speaker Bishop 

Terry Brady taking place in the Crypt of 

St Patrick’s Church Hill, 20 Grosvenor St 

Sydney.  Light refreshments will be 

served at 6.30pm followed by  

presentation at 6.40pm. $10 per  

session.  All welcome. For further  

information please contact Tony Neylan 

via email:  aasmn@bigpond.com. 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: 1-8 

June. The Pontifical Council for Promoting  

Christian Unity and the World Council of Churches 

has produced resources for this year's Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity, which has the theme: 

‘Has Christ been divided?’, a reference to I Cor 1:1-

17. They include: Ecumenical Service of Worship  

outline; Daily Prayers and Biblical  

Reflections; Prayer Cards. Bishop Peter Comensoli 

will preside at an Ecumenical Prayer Gathering with 

representatives of other Christian traditions in the 

Polding Centre Chapel, Level 6, 133 Liverpool 

street, SYDNEY at 10am on Wednesday, 4 

June.  All Welcome.  Please RSVP by 30 May to 

interfaith.asst@sydneycatholic.org  or 9390 5168. 

For resources see  

www.churchestogetherinprayer.org.au.   
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